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Background and professional experience: 


Professor of  Psychiatry, Medical University of Vienna, Austria, Habilitation on “Sequels to extreme life events” (University of Vienna), co-chair Transcultural Outpatient Department, Long standing research, educational and intervention Project focus on Refugees with special focus on the near east/MENA region. 

Co-founder and past chair  World Psychiatric Association Scientific Section on Psychological Aspects of Torture and Persecution. Past Medical Director and Programs Director, International Rehabilitation Council for Torture Survivors (IRCT), close collaboration with UNHCR and UNICEF in educational and research activities (Study “Silent harm” on Kosovar Refugees). Co-founder HEMAYAT treatment centre for Victims of Torture, Vienna, Clinical Director, Welcome Centre for Refugees, Vienna, Co-founder and chair, World Psychiatric Association Scientific Section on Psychological Aspects of Torture and Persecution, General Secretary International Academy of Law and Mental Health, Medical and Programmes Director IRCT (Int. Rehab. Council for Torture Survivor.   
Extensive teaching experience in regard educational programs and treatment of refugees and victims of persecution. Coordination of, supervision and participation in numerous training projects (such as the EU FEAT project (Forensic Assessment of Victims of Torture), supervision EU Istanbul Protocol Implementation Project (IPIP), ARTIP (Awareness Raising and Training for the Istanbul Project) EU Leonardo Project. Educational programs in different countries and in collaboration with governmental and umbrella organisations including New Zealand (FEAT, asylum authorities), Jordan, Nepal, Egypt, Greece, Turkey, Germany, Belgium, Zimbabwe, Sri Lanka (IPIP), Austria, Slovenia, Czech Republic, Sweden, UK (IHAT). Collaboration with WHO, UNHCR, UNICEF and World Psychiatric Association. Over 200 publications including co-editorial of several books. 



